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Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
At the end of January Delegation of Kazakhstan has already informed the Permanent Council about constitutional reform which corresponds to the five institutional reforms, the fifth point of which “Open Government” assumes a serious redistribution of powers to ensure effective checks and balances between the executive, the legislative and the judiciary. 
After a month of public discussion, consideration in the Parliament and the Constitutional Council, the “Law on Amendments and Additions to the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan” was signed by the President Nursultan Nazarbayev on 10 March 2017. 

The law implies 26 amendments to 19 articles of the Constitution. The amendments curtail some presidential powers and redistribute them to Government and Parliament. The role of the Government and the Parliament will be significantly strengthened. Amendments give Government more power and responsibility to manage the economy and social issues, while increasing parliamentary control over the government by giving lawmakers the authority to hold vote of no confidence in the Cabinet. 

With these changes to the Constitution, political system will acquire a greater degree of democracy and sustainability, a new stage of independent political history will be opened. The power will become more balanced, flexible and effective. The adopted changes are systemic in nature, they received wide public resonance and approval. 
During its 110th plenary session the Venice Commission adopted a conclusion in which it emphasized that these constitutional changes represent a step forward in the process of democratization of the state. The reform sets the right vector for the further development of the country and shows obvious progress. All adopted amendments signify a positive change which is consistent with the logic of previous constitutional reforms in 1998 and 2007. 
I thank you. 
